[Rituximab: mechanism of action and resistance].
Rituximab is now routinely use in clinical practice for B cell lymphoma and chronic lymphocytic leukaemia treatment. Mechanisms of action of this monoclonal antibody are not fully understood. Antibody dependent cellular cytotoxicity (ADCC), complement dependent toxicity (CDC) and apoptosis have been all shown to play a role. But the prominence of each mechanism is considerably varying among the different reports, the studied cell lines and the experimental models. A lack of explanations still exists between the efficacy observed in vivo and the low reproducible cytotoxicity reproduced shown in vitro. Despite an intensive research, most of the mechanisms of resistance to rituximab are unknown.